HIDE AND SEEK HAIKUS
Off of our cross country course, we have some thick woods.  The kids and I thought it would be a good idea to have a mini-unit (4 days) of Hide and Seek.  The principal asked about the educational endeavor of the mini-unit.  The 7th and 8th graders responded that they hadn’t sweat so much all year.  And, of course, the varied levels they had to place their bodies in to hide and cross over thickets and trees also added to their level of fitness.  Above that, I thought it would be a good idea for the students to write Haikus about their experience in the woods playing Hide and Seek.   Here they are:

I HIDE IN THE BRUSH

CAN YOU HEAR ME BREATHING

I HOPE THAT YOU CAN’T

BREAKING TWIGS, SNAPPING STICKS

I TRY TO BE QUIET

BUT YET I AM FOUND

I RUN FAR AWAY

WHEN THE NUMBES BEGIN

TO FIND A SAFE PLACE

I SIT IN A TREE

IN A PLACE ALL ALONE

I’VE FOUND NIRVANA

TWIGS SNAP BEHIND ME

NOW I KNOW THAT YOU ARE HERE

BUT STILL, I DON’T RUN







KAILI
HIDE VERY QUICKLY

THERE’S SOMEONE AROUND THE BUSH

AW MAN I GOT CAUGHT

STAY ON THE RIGHT TRACK

DAVE ROJECK COULD BE AROUND

LOOK OUT I GOT FOUND

DON’T CLIMB UP THE TREE

YOU MIGHT GET STUNG BY SCARY BEES

JUST HIDE IN THE GRASS

DON’T GO IN THE SCHOOL

OR DISTURB THE CLASSES TOO

STAY ON THE COURSE

I HOPE THAT THE TREES

GROW BACK VERY BIG AND TALL

AND THAT THE BUGS ARE HAPPY







ROBIN
RUNNING AND HIDING

NOW TODAY WE PLAY AGAIN

DON’T STOP RUNNING

TRAMPLING BUSHES

DAY IN AND DAY OUT WE PLAY

AGAIN AND AGAIN

DON’T MOVE AND STAY STILL

RUNNING AWAY YET AGAIN

HIDING IN THE SHRUBS

HIDING AND FINDING

VERY EXHILERATING

DON’T MOVE OR YOU’RE IT

I WISH IT WOULD LAST 

AND FOREVER AND FOREVER

YET ALL GOOD THINGS END







BRYCEN
HIDING IN THE BUSH

IS LIKE PLAYING IN THE SNOW

BUT WITH NO SNOWBALLS

IF YOU CLIMB TALL TREES

YOU EXPERIENCE THE RUSH

OF BREAKING THE RULES

WHEN YOU ARE SEEKING

YOU NEED TO KEEP A SHARP EYE

TO FIND THE HIDERS

HIDING OPENLY

WILL LEAVE YOU QUITE VISIBLE

TO ALL THE SEEKERS

HIDING IN THE HALL

IS AGAINST THE SCHOOL’S FUN RULES

WHICH MAKE TEACHERS MAD







MAX 
I PLAY HIDE AND SEEK

IT IS FUN TO PLAY OUT SIDE

HIDE AND SEEK GO FIND

HIDING IN THE BRUSH

WATCHING THE SEEKERS SEEKING

HOPING THEY DON’T FIND

SPOTTED IN THE BRUSH

TRYING TO RUN AWAY FROM

THE SEEKERS WHO SEEK

LOOKING IN THE BRUSH

TRYING TO FIND THE PEOPLE 

HIDING IN THE BRUSH







MARCUS
HIDE AND GO SEEK A

GAME WITH VERY MUCH TECHNIQUE

DON’T GET CAUGHT OR ELSE

SOMETIMES YOU ARE IT

YOU SEE SOMEONE IN A BUSH

TAG SOMEONE QUICKLY

RUN TO YOUR LIMITS

AND HIDE ALL DAY AND ALL NIGHT

DIVE INTO THE GRASS

YOUR HEART BEATS AND BEATS

THE TAGGER BREATHES DOWN YOUR NECK

DON’T MAKE A WRONG MOVE

SOMETIMES YOU FEEL SCARED

BUT NO ONE WILL FIND YOU HERE

YOU SPOT IS HIDDEN







HAYDEN
TRY TO QUIET YOURSELF

IN THE BRUSH YOU MUST STAY HIDDEN

NEXT TIME YOU’LL BE IT

BEING SO SNEAKY

WE THE 7TH GRADE CLASS ARE,

HIDING AND SEEKING

BUSHES, DIRT, VINES, TWIGS

ARE BEAUTIFUL FOLIAGE

ARE NOW VERY SMASHED

SILENT YOU MAY ACT

BUT YOU MIGHT STEP ON A TWIG

HA! THEN YOU GET TAGGED

BUFFALO GRASS IS

VERY TERRIBLY ITCHY

I HATE IT A LOT

LET’S HIDE TOGETHER

WE WILL BE SNEAKY LIKE WOLVES

AND WE WON’T GET CAUGHT

TAKE A LEAF OR FERN

THEN MAKE A COOL CAMOUFLAGE

YOU ARE READY NOW

LET’S GO ALREADY

I KNOW A VERY HIDDEEN SPOT

BY THE LITTLE CREEK

THESE PURPLE SHORTS ARE 

VERY, VERY BAD CAMO

WE NEED GREEN OR BROWN

AR! WHY DID YOU HAVE

TO STEP ON THAT NOISY TWIG?

LOOK!  THERE’S A SEEKER

TUNNELING SO FAR

YOU GET TIRED AND VERY ITCHY

BUT IT IS WORTH IT

SPIDERS, RATS AND MORE

EVERYWHERE I SEE THEM STARE

IT SCARES ME A LOT
SOMETIMES YOU GET LOST

BUT OF COURSE YOU WILL GET FOUND

DON’T PULL A KAILI

DO YOU LIKE TO SEEK?

HMM, OR DO YOU LIKE TO HIDE?

I REALLY LIKE BOTH!

IT IS A HARD GAME

OVERALL IT’S VERY FUN

NO ONE HATES THIS GAME

SOMEDAY WE WILL STOP

OUR BELOVED HIDE AND SEEK GAME

EVERYONE IS SAD







AMELIA 
RUNNING, RUNNING, RUN

SEARCHING, SEARCHING, SEARCHING, SEARCH

THAT’S ALL IT’S ABOUT

HIDING ON THE COURSE

I’M HOPING THEY WON’T FIND ME

BE VERY QUIET

FIND A HIDING PLACE

WHAT WOULD BE THE PERFECTG SPOT

SO MANY CHOICES

I AM SO TIRED

ICAN’T KEEP RUNNING LIKE THIS

I HAVE GIVEN UP

NOW I’M THE SEEKER!

THE HIDERS ARE V ERY GOOD

I CAN NOT FIND THEM







IAN

PLAY THE GAME FAIRLY

IF COUNTING NO PEEK JUST SEEK

OR YOU’RE A TRUE CROOK

RUN, JUMP, HIDE AND SLIDE

FIDNING SUPERB SPOTS ARE KEY

TUNNELING, CLIMB, DUCK

CAMOUFLAGE YOURSELF

FIND A SECRET UNKNOWN SPOT

DO NOT TELL ANYONE

TERROR STRIKES MY SKIN

HORRIFIED WHEN SEEKERS ROAM

LOOK OUT FOR ROJECK!

IF NO FOLLOW RUNES

TAKE TEN POINTS OF YOUR DAILY

YOU SHOULD PLAY FAIRLY

FEELING EXCELLENT

JUST DITCHED THE SEEKER SPRINTING

ALWAYS WATCH YOUR BACK







TREVER

RUN, JUMP, HIDE AND SEEK

MOSQUITOS ARE BITING ME

I AM ITCHY NOW

CLIMB UP THAT TALL HILL

ANYTHING TO GET AWAY

YOU WON’T EVER CATCH ME

DO NOT BREAK A TWIG

IF YOU DO TEY WILL HEAR YOU

JUST SIT AND DON’T MOVE

HIDE AND SEEK IS FUN

YOU HIDE AND SEEK

BUT ONLY IF YOU’RE CAUGHT







ANONYMOUS

THE ENVIRONMENT WAS HARMED
BUT WE HAD VERY MUCH FUN

SHALL WE KEEP PLAYING?

HIDE AND SEEK IS COOL

THERRE ARE MNAY PLACES TO HIDE

IT IS FUN TO PLAY

IN A BUSH OR TREE

YOU CAN HIDE ANYWHERE YOU WANT

TRY TO FIND ME UP HERE

THERE IS A SEEKER

WHO CAN NOT BE A PEEKER

THEN THERE ARE HIDERS

YOU MIGHT KILL A BUSH

OR EVEN BREAK A TRE BRANCH

DON’T TRY TO DO THIS

RUN FROM THE SEEKER

DON’T HURT THE ECOSYSTEM

DO NOT HURT YOURSELF







ELIJAH

RUN, JUMP, SCREAM, HIDE, SEEK
HELPS CREATE GREAT EXERCISE

IS FULL OF CHILDREN

I’M AFRAID TO LOOK

OF MIGHT BE BEHIND THE TURN

FINALLY SAFE NOW

FALLING DOWN, THE DEW

ON MY ALERT, OPEN FACE

KEEPING THE RAIN WET

RED, HOT EXPRESSIONLESS

GLOWING LIKE A RED SUCKER

MY RAGING HOT FACE

ONLY BY FEELING

I THINK SOMEONE MIGHT BE THERE

I MUST BE AWARE







EMILY

THE HEAT OF THE SUN

SWEAT RUNNING DOWN MY BODY

RUNNING THE MILE

LONG AND FAR I RUN

HEART AND FEET CREATE POUNDING

FEELING THE RHYTHM

SILENTLY HIDING

QUIETLY AVOIDING “IT”

WE MAKE OUR ESCAPE

SWIFT AND CUNNING FOX

RACES T ESCAPE THE HOUND

AND AVOID BAD GRADES





WYATT

HIDE AND SEEK IS FUN

ALTHOUGH THINGS STICK INTO YOU

HURTS LINK BLANK AFTER

HIDE AND SEEK HAIKU

FIVE SYLLABLES THEN SEVEN

THIS IS BORING, WORD





REBOP

